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NATIONAL EXPENDITURES AND PUBLIC 
ECONOMY x 

ELIHU ROOT 
Late TJ. S. Senator from New York 

THIS is the second session of a meeting of the Academy 
of Political Science in the City of New York, to discuss 
the question of " National Expenditures and Public 
Economy ". It is not that the members of the Academy con- 
sider they are entitled to say what shall be public expendi- 
tures and how public economy shall be attained ; but it is that 
the vastly increasing complication of government makes it 
difficult and more difficult year by year for public opinion to 
regulate itself with knowledge and with judgment. 

All over the land, under various names and in many 
places, Americans are gathering together now, trying to edu- 
cate themselves for the performance of the great duty of form- 
ing the public opinion of America, the public opinion of this 
great self-governing democracy, the public opinion which is 
at once the guide and the support of just government. And 
it is only by taking counsel, only by seeking information, 
only by deliberate and considerate discussion, that wise, dis- 
ciplined, just public opinion, competent for the self-govern- 
ment of this great people can be attained. 

Mr. President, we have been talking here this morning, 
and will talk this afternoon, about public expenditures and 
national economy. We know how difficult a task rests upon 
you and your advisors, upon the Congress and its leaders. 
We know that after the era of profligate expenditure which 
naturally accompanied the great war, economy cannot be at- 
tained without the use of the knife. We know that you 
cannot do what you have declared it was your purpose to do 
without making many enemies, without dismissing many people 

i Introductory address at the second session — a luneheon meeting of the 
Academy Conference in New York City, May 23, 1921, at the conclusion of 
which Senator Boot proposed a toast to President and Mrs. Harding and 
presented the audience to the President of the United States. 
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from the public service, without reducing the flow of public 
moneys into private hands; but we want to say to you that 
for one enemy you make, by bringing our country back to 
its old basis of simple economy and fidelity to public trust, 
you will make a thousand friends. Among them will be all 
of this thousand of friends who greet you here today ; for you 
are among friends : you are facing men who both admire and 
respect and trust you, who look to you for the preservation 
of that liberty and justice which will be essential to the 
happiness and the opportunities of their children and their 
children's children; and they stand ready to hold up your 
hands, to support you and to go with you in all efforts for the 
improvement, the elevation and the progress of the govern- 
ment of our beloved country. 
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